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DOINGS IN DELHI
The sacrifice that Delhi is offering is also in the interest of
peace. I am publishing the following1 from Dr. Ansari2 to show
what extraordinary precautions Delhi is taking to keep up a peace-
ful atmosphere:
On the 14th no volunteers were sent. On the morning of the 15th,
43 submitted themselves for arrest. . . .
On the 16th 2 batches of volunteers comprising 40 and 46 respective-
ly marched to Daryaganj Police Station and Sabzimandi but were not ar-
rested in spite of their repeated requests. . . .
Oa the 16th there was an unusual display of force on the part of
the authorities. . . . There were also mounted police, a number of ser-
geants, the D.C., the S,P. and the D.S.P., one Magistrate and several
Indian Police-officers stationed at the KotwalL All the banks were guarded
by tlic police and a number of police pickets were placed at different
places. A crowd had gathered in front of the Kotwali as crowds
always do when they see such display of force, but our men in mufti kept
them on the move and perfectly j>eaceful. But . . . some sergeants became
aggroasivo in dispersing the crowd and used their whips in beating the
harmless people. The Indian police showed marked restraint. . . but
the sergeants' assaults on the people caused a number of serious injuries to
them.
In spite of this violence the people showed a calm courage and did
not retaliate. . . .
... we ascertained that the cause of all this display of force was the
false rumour. * . that Hakim Ajmal Khan Saheb3 was going with
a force of one thousand volunteers on the 16th*
We have changed our plans for the future, when we propose to
employ the volunteers in their normal duties regarding the distribution of
charkhas, the collection of yarn from the different quarters, the produc-
tion arid sale of khadi.
The fact that they have refused to arrest the volunteers is a clear
proof of our moral victory, but we do not propose to rest on our oars.
There is a vigorous movement set on foot in the city to enrol every
adult male in the N.V.C.4 We hope soon that every shopkeeper and his
assistants, every tonga-driver, every coolie and cartman, in fact every
1 Only excerpts reproduced here
2Dr. M,A. Ansari (1880-1927); physician and politician; President, Indian
National Congress, 1927
3  1865-1927; physician and politician; President, Indian   National   Con-
gress, 1921
4 National Volunteer Corps